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therefore been compelled to decide during the past year whether they
shall enlarge the existing fabric or call upon the boroughs to provide
accommodation elsewhere for their patients. The committee have
decidedâ€”and it cannot be doubted wisely decidedâ€”on the latter
course, for to enlarge an asylum already containing upwards of 600
patients is a course only to be pursued from the direst necessity.

Dr. Manley complains very much of the imperfect orders, state
ments, and certificates, on which patients were sent to the asylum,
more than 20 per cent, of the admission papers having to be returned
for emendation. He has therefore added as an appendix to this
report a statement of the details requisite to render an admission
paper valid, which might with advantage be copied into other
reports, for we fancy there are but few superintendents who have
not to make the same complaints, and in the appendix Dr. Manley
publishes there are such explicit instructions that the persons who
have to fill the certificates up cannot fail to do them correctly after
having read these instructions.

Kent County Lunatic Asylum, Barming Heath, Maidstoneâ€”Twen
tieth Annual Report. WILLIAM P. KIRKMAN, Esq., M.D.,
Medical Superintendent.

PATIENTS resident 1st January, 1867â€”males, 303; females,
454; total, 757. 57 patients have been refused admission owing
to the overcrowded state of the asylum.

We congratulate the medical superintendent on having entered
upon the occupation of a newly erected residence, his old apart
ments having been fitted up for female patients of a superior class.
Dr. Kirkman reports that attempts have been made, by the intro
duction of earth closets, to utilise a portion of the asylum sewage,
but that they were not successful in preventing the exhalation of
offensive smells. This is different from the experience of these
closets in some asylums. They have been used for some years now
at the Northampton Asylum, and, if properly attended to, were
never found to be objectionable.

Report of the Committee of Visitors of the County Lunatic Asylum
at Lancaster. JOHN BROADHDBST, Esq., Medical Superin
tendent.

NUMBERS in the asylumâ€”446 males and 450 females. The
weekly charge for the maintenance of patients in this asylum appears
to be unusually low, being only 7Â«.7d. for the first three quarters
of the year, and SÂ«.2rl. for the last quarter, and suggests comparison



1867.] Reviews. 367

with other asylums, where the rate is higher, because it might be
inferred that, cÅ“terisparÃ-bm, economy is practised at the expense of
efficiency at the Lancaster Asylum, or else that the expenditure is
excessive in other establishments, where the rate is higher. Thus,
at the Sussex Asylum the rate is 9*. Qd. weekly ; but on looking
through the accounts of the two asylums we find that, whereas coals
at the Lancaster Asylum only cost 11*. Zii. per ton, at the Sussex
Asylum they cost Â£l 3Â«.6rf.â€”more than as much again. The
surgery and dispensary involved an outlay of only Â£44 18*. 4d. at
the former asylum, containing 896 patients ; but at the latter it was
found necessary to spend as much as Â£107 7*. for only 550
patients. Again, there are two medical officers to each asylum, but
their salaries being distributed over so many more patients in the
one case than in the latter renders the average for each patient
much less in the larger asylum than in the smaller.

The committee report that a new church for the asylum was
opened by license from the bishop on the 4th instant. It has a
neat ecclesiastical appearance, and stands well on elevated ground in
front of the asylum. Access to it is obtained by the male patients
on the western side, and by the females on the eastern. The
church is capable of containing with comfort about 730 patients,
at a cost of about Â£3200. On the opening day there were about
500 patients present, and nothing could surpass their attention and
orderly conduct, we are told.

The death average in this asylum has been unusually low this
year, being only 7'23 per cent, on the number under treatment.
Mr. Broadhurst mentions in his report that " the' recoveries have
been nearly 30 per cent, on the admissions, a higher proportion thanis usually attained." We do not know whether Mr. Broadhurst
would here refer to the per-centage usually attained in his own
asylum or in asylulns generally ; if the latter, he is somewhat in
error, as many asylums show a much higher per-centage than 30
per cent, on the admissions.

Report of the Committee of Visitors of the County Lunatic Asylum
at Prestimch, ,T. HOLLAND, Esq., Medical Superintendent.

THIS asylum contains 497 males, 492 females, and has accom
modation for 500 of each sex.

The following paragraph, from the report of the committee, is
noteworthy :â€”" On the application of a Koman Catholic priest, who
attends gratuitously at the asylum, a suitable room has been pro
vided for the celebration of Divine service according to the rites of
the Church of Koine, amongst the patients of that persuasion, the




